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Mine Safety and Health Admin., Labor § 75.1503 

§ 75.1502 Mine emergency evacuation 
and firefighting program of instruc-
tion. 

Each operator of an underground coal 
mine shall adopt and follow a mine 
emergency evacuation and firefighting 
program that instructs all miners in 
the proper procedures they must follow 
if a mine emergency occurs. 

(a) Program approval. The operator 
shall submit this program of instruc-
tion, and any revisions, for approval to 
the District Manager of the Coal Mine 
Safety and Health district in which the 
mine is located. Within 30 days of ap-
proval, the operator shall conduct 
training in accordance with the revised 
program. 

(b) New or revised provisions. Before 
implementing any new or revised ap-
proved provision in the program of in-
struction, the operator shall instruct 
miners in the change. 

(c) Instruction plan. The approved pro-
gram shall include a specific plan de-
signed to instruct miners on all shifts 
on the following: 

(1) Procedures for— 
(i) Evacuating the mine for mine 

emergencies that present an imminent 
danger to miners due to fire, explosion, 
or gas or water inundation; 

(ii) Evacuating all miners not re-
quired for a mine emergency response; 
and 

(iii) The rapid assembly and trans-
portation of necessary miners, fire sup-
pression equipment, and rescue appa-
ratus to the scene of the mine emer-
gency. 

(2) The use, care, and maintenance of 
self-rescue devices, including hands-on 
training in the complete donning and 
transferring of all types of self-rescue 
devices used at the mine. 

(3) The deployment, use, and mainte-
nance of refuge alternatives. 

(4) Scenarios requiring a discussion 
of options and a decision as to the best 
option for evacuation under each of the 
various mine emergencies (fires, explo-
sions, or gas or water inundations). 
These options shall include: 

(i) Encountering conditions in the 
mine or circumstances that require im-
mediate donning of self-rescue devices. 

(ii) Using continuous directional life-
lines or equivalent devices, tethers, 
and doors; 

(iii) Traversing undercasts or 
overcasts; 

(iv) Switching escapeways, as appli-
cable; 

(v) Negotiating any other unique 
escapeway conditions; and 

(vi) Using refuge alternatives. 
(5) Location and use of the fire sup-

pression and firefighting equipment 
and materials available in the mine. 

(6) Location of the escapeways, exits, 
routes of travel to the surface, includ-
ing the location of continuous direc-
tional lifelines or equivalent devices. 

(7) Location, quantity, types, and use 
of stored SCSRs, as applicable. 

(8) A review of the mine map; the 
escapeway system; the escape, fire-
fighting, and emergency evacuation 
plan in effect at the mine; and the loca-
tions of refuge alternatives and aban-
doned areas. 

(9) A description of how miners will 
receive annual expectations training 
that includes practical experience in 
donning and transferring SCSRs in 
smoke, simulated smoke, or an equiva-
lent environment and breathing 
through a realistic SCSR training unit 
or device that provides the sensation of 
SCSR airflow resistance and heat. 

(10) A summary of the procedures re-
lated to deploying refuge alternatives. 

(11) A summary of the construction 
methods for 15 psi stoppings con-
structed prior to an event. 

(12) A summary of the procedures re-
lated to refuge alternative use. 

(d) Instructors. (1) The mine operator 
shall designate a person who has the 
ability, training, knowledge, or experi-
ence to conduct the mine emergency 
evacuation instruction and drills in his 
or her area of expertise. 

(2) Persons conducting SCSR donning 
and transferring training shall be able 
to effectively train and evaluate 
whether miners can successfully don 
the SCSR and transfer to additional 
SCSR devices. 

[71 FR 71452, Dec. 8, 2006, as amended at 73 
FR 80697, Dec. 31, 2008] 

§ 75.1503 Use of fire suppression 
equipment. 

In addition to the approved program 
of instruction required by 30 CFR 
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30 CFR Ch. I (7–1–14 Edition) § 75.1504 

75.1502, each operator of an under-
ground coal mine shall ensure the fol-
lowing. 

(a) Working section. At least two min-
ers in each working section on each 
production shift shall be proficient in 
the use of all fire suppression equip-
ment available on such working sec-
tion, and know the location of such fire 
suppression equipment. 

(b) Attended equipment. Each operator 
of attended equipment specified in 30 
CFR 75.1107–1(c)(1), and each miner as-
signed to perform job duties at the job 
site in the direct line of sight of at-
tended equipment as described in 30 
CFR 75.1107–1(c)(2), shall be proficient 
in the use of fire suppression devices 
installed on such attended equipment. 

(c) Maintenance shift. The shift fore-
man and at least one miner for every 
five miners working underground on a 
maintenance shift shall be proficient in 
the use of fire suppression equipment 
available in the mine, and know the lo-
cation of such fire suppression equip-
ment. 

[71 FR 71452, Dec. 8, 2006] 

§ 75.1504 Mine emergency evacuation 
training and drills. 

Each operator of an underground coal 
mine shall conduct mine emergency 
evacuation training and drills and re-
quire all miners to participate. 

(a) Schedule of training and drills. 
Each miner shall participate in a mine 
emergency evacuation training and 
drill once each quarter. Quarters shall 
be based on a calendar year (Jan–Mar, 
Apr–Jun, Jul–Sep, Oct–Dec). In addi-
tion— 

(1) A newly hired miner, who has not 
participated in a mine emergency evac-
uation training and drill at the mine 
within the previous 3 months, shall 
participate in the next applicable mine 
emergency evacuation training and 
drill. 

(2) Prior to assuming duties on a sec-
tion or outby work location, a foreman 
shall travel both escapeways in their 
entirety. 

(b) Content of quarterly training and 
drill. Each quarterly evacuation train-
ing and drill shall include the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Hands-on training on all types of 
self-rescue devices used at the mine, 
which includes— 

(i) Instruction and demonstration in 
the use, care, and maintenance of self- 
rescue devices; 

(ii) The complete donning of the 
SCSR by assuming a donning position, 
opening the device, activating the de-
vice, inserting the mouthpiece, and 
putting on the nose clip; and 

(iii) Transferring between all applica-
ble self-rescue devices. 

(2) Training that emphasizes the im-
portance of— 

(i) Recognizing when the SCSR is not 
functioning properly and dem-
onstrating how to initiate and reini-
tiate the starting sequence; 

(ii) Not removing the mouthpiece, 
even to communicate, until the miner 
reaches fresh air; and 

(iii) Proper use of the SCSR by con-
trolling breathing and physical exer-
tion. 

(3) A realistic escapeway drill that is 
initiated and conducted with a dif-
ferent approved scenario each quarter 
and during which each miner— 

(i) Travels the primary or alternate 
escapeway in its entirety, alternating 
escapeways each quarter; 

(ii) Physically locates and practices 
using the continuous directional life-
lines or equivalent devices and tethers, 
and physically locates the stored 
SCSRs and refuge alternatives; 

(iii) Traverses undercasts or 
overcasts and doors; 

(iv) Switches escapeways, as applica-
ble; and 

(v) Negotiates any other unique 
escapeway conditions. 

(4) A review of the mine and 
escapeway maps, the firefighting plan, 
and the mine emergency evacuation 
plan in effect at the mine, which shall 
include: 

(i) Informing miners of the locations 
of fire doors, check curtains, changes 
in the routes of travel, and plans for di-
verting smoke from escapeways. 

(ii) Locating escapeways, exits, 
routes of travel to the surface, aban-
doned areas, and refuge alternatives. 

(5) Operation of the fire suppression 
equipment available in the mine and 
the location and use of firefighting 
equipment and materials. 
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